HBc and HBe specificity of monoclonal antibodies against complete and truncated HBc proteins from E. coli.
We have prepared and used monoclonal antibodies against various populations of full-length and truncated hepatitis B core proteins in order to distinguish between epitopes of HBcAg and HBeAg. Our results show that various epitopes are specific for the different proteins. Certain epitopes, however, are ubiquitous to HBc/e proteins and these are probably exposed on the surface of HBc particles.